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Shimon Peres died two weeks ago.  With him may have died the last

threads of hope for a peace agreement between Israel and her Arab

neighbors for the foreseeable future.  For more than three decades,

Shimon Peres was the figurehead of the Israeli dove, the anti-Ariel Sharon

or Benjamin Netanyahu.  Shimon Peres was the statesman who wanted

peace.

While Palestinian Authority President Abbas attended the funeral, along

with leaders from 75 nations, there were no Arabs rulers, presidents or

prime ministers in attendance.  Yes, Egypt did send its Foreign Minister

and some minor officials.  However, the Israeli leader who did more than

anyone else in Israel for the past three decades to bring peace, who won

the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994 along with Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin,

who strongly advocated for a Palestinian State, had virtually no

recognition, at his funeral, from the Arab world.

When Peres was defeated by Netanyahu in the 1996 election by less than

1% of the vote, several Arab leaders said that there was no difference

between the two.  They couldn’t be more mistaken.   The dysfunctional

Arab world of the Middle East could not make peace with an Israel which

desperately sought peace for the same reason they couldn’t send a leader

to Shimon Peres’ funeral.  They are unwilling to make peace.



Political correctness is not very popular these days.  So let’s dispense

with the formalities.  Iran pays Palestinians and their families salaries for

terror acts committed.  This is hardly a secret.

The Palestinian Authority names parks, playgrounds, gardens, streets and

public squares after suicide bombers and others who murder innocent

Israelis.  From September of 1967 when leaders of six Arab nations in

Khartoum, Sudan vowed “no recognition, no negotiations and no peace”,

little has changed.

There is no peace in the Middle East because the Arab world does not

want peace.  Expecting peace before the Arab world is ready for it is like

expecting an alcoholic to give up drinking before s/he makes the decision

to do so.

The State of Israel is surrounded by almost two dozen Arab and Muslim

nations, not to mention the terrorist groups, such as in Gaza and Lebanon,

who freely proclaim that their commitment to death is the same as Israel’s

commitment to life.

Living under the constant threat of violence, Israel has usually taken the

high road.  They know that they will not get fair treatment from most of the



world community.  They know that they have to be self sufficient.   They

know that they are held to a higher standard.

During the 1991 Gulf War, Saddam Hussein’s Iraq fired dozens of Scud

missiles at Israel.  President George Bush told Israel not to retaliate and it

didn’t.  Israel has always lived by rules that applied to no one else.

And despite it all, Israel has not only survived, it has thrived.  Israel is one

of the wonders of the modern world.  It is a nation I have visited and lived

in seventeen times and I hope to return with many of you in June, 2018.

I am proud of Israel.  For many years, Israel’s enemies, having realized

that they could not defeat Israel militarily, have sought to defeat Israel

through a major disinformation campaign.

Fool me once, shame on you!  Fool me twice, shame on me!  Fool me

repeatedly for over 49 years and there is more going on than foolishness.

This coming June marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Six Day War.  While

there has been some progress in that time, the Middle East has morphed

into a far more dangerous and unpredictable place than it was in the days

of Golda Meir and Moshe Dayan.  From Hamas to Abbas, from flotillas to

Fatah, from the separation barrier to the tunnels under Gaza, the



American public and much of the world have been fed a steady diet of

Palestinian propaganda, which the Israelis have done a poor job of

refuting.  The result has seen Israel transformed from the world’s favorite

underdog to a mythical ogre.

Though we live in an age in which information is more plentiful than ever,

most people know less than ever about what is happening in the world.

Yet Judaism is about finding eternal truth;  Yom Kippur is the day on which

we confront how well our search has been going.

I am proud of Israel.  I love Israel.  I believe that for Israel’s sake and for

our sake, it is essential that more of us know more about Israel and the

Middle East.  This is where humanity began and if we’re not careful, it

could also be where it ends.

Tonight, I want to share ten observations which are at the foundation of

my view of Israel.

#1:  Israel is not perfect.  Though our connection with the land of Israel

dates back 3,800 years, the modern State of Israel is only 68 years old.  It

has big issues to deal with, from religious freedom for non-Orthodox Jews

to government corruption.  Israel is a very open society and one can easily



read, watch or listen to the Israeli media and be well versed on all of the

problems confronting what sometimes seems to be a very unholy land.

However, if those issues are going to be resolved, it will be through acts of

healing and reconciliation.  As Rabbi Israel Salanter, whom I spoke of on

Erev Rosh Hashana noted, problems get resolved when people are calm,

not emotional.

#2:  Israel is a land of immigrants, Jewish, Muslim, Christian and other.

Israel has not sought to bar immigrants;  Israel welcomes immigrants.  Of

course, as the homeland of the Jewish people, virtually every Jew is

entitled to automatic citizenship in Israel.

#3:  Israel lives in a constant state of siege, but Israelis live very normal

lives.  It truly is difficult to explain to people how relaxed Israelis are and

how their lives are very similar to ours in America.  Every time we take a

tour group over, they are shocked that Israel is not the armed fortress

they had imagined it to be.

#4:  Israel is one of the greatest miracles the world has known for 1,900

years and it is ours.  Israel is the result of Jewish ingenuity, of turning the

desert green, of housing some of the world’s most innovative companies.

Israel blends the ancient with the modern, parklands, desert and urban



culture.  There are conflicts in Israel, as there are everywhere, but there

truly is no other place in the world like Israel.

#5:  Millions of people are religiously motivated to destroy Israel and to kill

Israelis, Jews and others who support Israel.  Of course, as Jews we have

lived with that reality for a very long time.  The answer is not to deny our

Jewishness or our connection with Israel, but rather to affirm it even more

strongly.  The Middle East respects strength;  it devours the weak.

#6:  It is not anti-Semitic to criticize Israel.  However, it is anti-Semitic to

criticize only Israel and to ignore the far greater problems in Syria, Saudi

Arabia, the Palestinian territories, Iran, Iraq, . .   No one is more critical of

Israel than Israelis.  However, if one devotes some 75% of their time to

criticizing Israel, as the Security Council of the United Nations does, there

clearly is a problem.

#7:  Israel is the past, the present and the future of our people and of the

Middle East.  Though most other countries in the Middle East profess their

religious or other hatred for Israel, when asked what they want their own

society to look like, they almost invariably point to Israel.

#8:  There is a double standard present in the media and among activists

BDS and other pro-Palestinian organizations in the world.  It is astonishing



how a nation which is so skilled in so many areas continues to be

challenged in presenting its case, decade after decade.  Though they

have been guilty of the cold-blooded murders of thousands of civilians,

much of the world community, including the media and many, but not

most, Americans, consider the Palestinians to be the sympathetic figure in

the Middle East, much like Israel was fifty years ago.

#9:  The Israeli military is scrutinized more than any other military force in

the world.  It may be the most enlightened, moral and ethical fighting force

in the world, as well as one of the most effective, granting equal treatment

to those in the LGBTQ community, as well as women, blacks, Arabs and

others.

#10:  A well-known joke has the Israeli Ambassador to the United Nations

talking about Israel’s connection with the land going back to Moses, who

swam in the Red Sea when his clothes were stolen by a Palestinian.  An

Arab representative to the UN jumps up, saying “that’s ridiculous;  the

Palestinians were not even around when Moses claimed the Land of

Israel.”  The Israeli representative continued, “with that, I would like to

resume my remarks about Israel being the homeland of the Jewish

people.”



It is hard to say what the Palestinian people believe, because they are not

a free people.  Their elected leader is now in the 13th year of his four year

term.  Scheduled elections have just been postponed . . . again.

A Palestinian leadership which pays salaries to murderers and terrorists

and their families, which names public squares and sites after murderers

and terrorists is clearly not committed to peace.

Israel does not aim to murder children, women or civilians.  To be sure,

when they are in the midst of violence against Israelis, they are sometimes

killed, which is sad, if not tragic.  However, their death is clearly not the

aim or the goal of Israel.

While some criticize Israel’s strong responses to terror and violence,

Israel has tried the Gandhi approach to Islamic violence and terror and

sadly, it has not worked.

Palestinian youth are growing up learning not only hatred, but terrorism,

murder and more.  It is a very disturbing omen for the future.  There may

be a possibility for peace, but not when entire generations are taught

hatred, not when Palestinian and much of the Arab world’s leadership is

completely dysfunctional.



I don’t have the answers, but I refuse to allow Israel to be demonized.

This election campaign has reminded us that truth is a commodity which

people handle very loosely.  So this evening, on this holiest day of the year

when our words and our actions matter more than usually, let us recommit

to visiting Israel and to supporting Israel, even if we feel a need to criticize

Israel at times.

It would be nice if this effort towards peace was more actively supported

by the Palestinians and Arab nations.  However, they have plenty of their

own issues to deal with and besides, marriage counseling can still be

helpful, even if only one spouse attends.

Shimon Peres has died.  He may have been the last of the generation of

Israel’s founders.  Now, Israel’s future will be written by a new generation.

Whether they are written and sealed in the Book of Life will be up to God,

but it will also be up to us.

It took 1,900 years to be a free people in our own land, the land of Zion and

Jerusalem.  On this Kol Nidray, may we keep the faith, may we keep the

promise, may we keep informed and active in preserving the miracle that

is Israel.   AMEN


